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Khiva (Khoresm) the native rulers3 the Moslem clergy, and the feudal chieftains, tije beys, strongly supported by the Tsarist government, formed the local ruling stratum.1 In none of these was there before the Revolution any strong demand for political separation. But there was a strong and quite general demand for political, economic and cultural freedom of development. The direction of the last was in many cases highly contested ; a especially in the more advanced of the Mohammedan territories was the traditional outlook on such questions as secular education, the emancipation of women, etc., strongly opposed by the modernists, especially among the Tatars.3 As in Austria, nationalism of this type was sometimes an expression of opposition to another oppressed people rather than to the ruling nation. This was the case especially in the Caucasus.4
(iii) The movements of nationalities, or tribal groups disputing whether they were real nationalities or not, which had no territorial settlement of their own, or which formed national minorities remote from their national settlements and without any clear connection with them. The main example, as in Austria, was the Jews, who played an even more important part, and were hardly assimilated to their surroundings as they were in the more advanced parts of Austria. But the position of the Armenians in the Caucasus, for example (outside Armenia proper and disputed border districts), was not dissimilar.
(iv) The movements of typical colonial peoples who opposed the ruling power's interference with native customs and the deprivation of the native population of their land in favour of ' Russian settlers. This policy had resulted in driving some Asiatic Nationalities back into nomadism and starvation.5 Resistance to these " colonising " activities, as well as to forced labour, formed the background of the Central Asian rebellion of 1916, the crushing of which was followed by renewed confiscation of *c native " lands in favour of Russian settlers. These struggles led to the 1917 revolutions and formed a principal reason for the rapid victory of the Bolshevists in a colonial and feudal country which was to become a stronghold of the revolution.
1 See Lobanoff-Rostovsky, op. cit., p. 247.
* It should be remembered that similar struggles between clericals and progressives arose in the Hapsburg monarchy, for exanjple among the Slovaks and Croats, and that there also the Conservatives supported the Central government.
8 Sultaa-Gdkv, op. cit.> p. 8.                           * See Stalin, op. cit., p. 14.    *
5 For a description of the facts by non-Communists see Tchokaiev, op. cit.9 pp. 35i-2> and Williams, of. cit.t p. 106. Among Soviet sources may be mentioned Isakeyev, op. si*., for Kirghizia, and Kireyev, op. ci/.a for Buryat-Mongolia.